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One of the core values of Grace 
that gets commented on a lot by 
my colleagues, acquaintances, and 
friends is the value of being  ‘coura-
geous.’ 

‘What do you mean by it?’ they ask.

In response, I point to our stances 
on things. LGBTQ full inclusion. 
Our work with Interfaith Action. 
Our successful Courage Fund cam-
paign where we greeted the Great Recession with a 
whole lot of faith and crazy hope.

But during this season of Easter, I’d like to remind you 
about the necessary corollary to courageous, Christian 
action. 

I speak of the courage to confess your inability to 
change things. I speak of weakness, and vulnerability, 
and sadness. 

I’d like to remind you that, without the cross, there is 
no courage. We come together in worship to ritualize 
the opposite of courage, actually: to name and claim 
our own fear and selfishness. To confess. To lament. To 
cry out for aid. 

Before seminary, I felt the pain of the world intense-
ly, so much so that I dropped out of a lot of things. 
School. Friendships. Jobs. I was on-again and off-again 
depressed. I would try to do peace activism, or work in 
poor areas of the city, or try harder to live more respon-
sibly and ethically. 

They weren’t bad things, of course, it’s just that my 
heart had no place to call home. I had no place to hear 
a message of grace in the midst of all my guilt-induced 
activism. I needed some peace to balance out my prac-
tice. I needed both surrender and empowerment. I 
needed God’s grace to offset my fierce dependency on 
actions—actions that often ended up feeling empty, 
and ineffective. 

For who can, on their own, solve the pain and injustice 
of the world? I certainly couldn’t. 
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But on the spring day that I walked 
from my little apartment in Min-
neapolis down to Our Saviour’s 
Lutheran Church in the struggling 
Phillips neighborhood—a church 
that had burned down years be-
fore and was forced to worship in 
the Lutheran Social Services cha-
pel—and I was welcomed into a 
community of brokenness and 
beauty, that day when I finally 

heard the words of the Gospel, that was the day I 
found the peace I was seeking. 

It could have been something else, I’m sure. It could 
have been a philosophy, or a different faith, or a differ-
ent denomination, that provided me with some exis-
tential balance. It could have been Alcoholics Anony-
mous, or any number of other spiritual traditions. 

But it wasn’t for me. For me, it was Jesus and his story. 
The life / death / life cycle of Jesus’ ministry, death, and 
resurrection connected deeply to my understanding 
of the truth I had known thus far.

The theme for this Easter season at Grace is ‘Uprising.’ 
Each week we’re exploring variations on that theme. 
I find it striking that the disciples didn’t become fully 
active until after Jesus left them alone in this world.

Jesus provided his resurrected spirit to each of them, 
promising a peace that passes all understanding. It 
was not until the cross happened, and their conver-
sion to belief in the wild hope of Jesus’ new life, that 
the closest followers of Jesus found the strength to be 
activists for both grace and justice.

I am so lucky to be your pastor, because you allow me 
to be an activist for issues I believe Jesus cared deeply 
about. I try my best to invite you into these activities, 
and many of you have joined the experiment of mixing 
your personal faith with public witness. 

Whether it’s standing at a rally to support our Muslim 
sisters and brothers, traveling down to Springfield for 
a legislative day of faith in action, sending a postcard 

Continued on next page

No Uprising Without the Cross
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Uprising, continued

to an elected official about the consequences of the lack of a state 
budget, putting ourselves in principled non-compliance until LGBTQ 
candidates for ministry are celebrated and supported, or to seek crim-
inal justice reform, I marvel at your energy and your interest. 

If you don’t feel called to live out your discipleship in this way, or if 
you disagree with my actions or opinions, then I give thanks for your 
tolerance and patience. I give thanks that you still support the min-
istry of Grace with prayer and your offerings. I hope you feel free to 
contact me to share any thoughts, feelings, or concerns.

This last point is actually what brings me back to the cross and the 
uprising. For there can be no uprising—especially no Christian upris-
ing—without the cross. 

A Christian uprising can never be about activism only, or about seek-
ing power for its own sake. A Christian uprising must always include 
taking the log out of one’s own eye, and confessing our deepest fears 
and needs. A Christian Uprising should always use the prefix of joy—
joyful protest, joyful activism, joyful struggle, joyful confrontation.

I am currently involved with an Interfaith Action Advocacy team that 
is fighting for affordable housing in Evanston. I am working with al-
lies across the city to secure a state budget. I am working to advance 
the FAIR Tax law to raise revenue for our social services, to call for an 
independent auditor who might address the problems in the Chicago 
Police Department. And I am working to envision another Civil Rights 
Tour that cuts across interfaith lines so we can continue to address 
the ongoing wound of institutionalized racism in our country.

I do all these things with joy in my heart. And I do most of them in 
cooperation with you, or with other concerned Christians. There is so 
much hope, so much good will, so much expertise and energy out 
there. It’s astounding. It is an uprising.

But without that moment each Sunday when I can be silent at the 
font with you, without that moment when I confess my own selfish 
pride and anger and pain and deep sadness—without the cross—my 
uprising has no balance. I believe it is Jesus’ uprising from the cross 
that informs any Christian activist’s uprising.

In this season of Easter feasts and wild joy, I pray you will find your 
place in the uprising of fellowship, discipleship, and worship. God 
bless your own exploration, and may God bless our joyful work to-
gether as a community.

Pastor Daniel

Worship Notes
What a fantastic Easter Sunday we had at Grace! Again, huge thanks 
to Mark Bowman and the choir for their astounding music. Thanks to 
Nancy Schubert and the hospitality helpers who brought all those 
delicious breakfast dishes. And thanks to Dee Johnson who led the 
Easter Egg Hunt with the Grace children. We also had a great turnout 
for our 9am Easter service, which we held in the sanctuary. 

Now, we enjoy the many festival days of Easter, which will end on Sun-
day, May 15th when we celebrate the great festival of Pentecost. 

And look out for June. Over the last couple of years Mark Bowman has 
ensured that we have a busy and engaged first month of the sum-
mer. We will have our first outdoor service, our annual youth service, 
and special music offerings. RIC Sunday happens this summer, as well. 
There is much to look forward to – see GraceNotes for more details.

The 9am service team meets this month to review the year thus far, to 
make recommendations about the summer worship plan, and decide 
on a strategy for publicizing the overall ministry of Grace for a rollout 
next fall. If you’re interested in getting involved, please speak with 
me. 

Pastor Daniel

Generations Update
We’re beginning the spring session of Generations after a fantastic 
second year of classes for both students and adults. Some mornings 
we have 40-45 people in the Fellowship Hall for classes. This fall we 
did six weeks on Lutheranism and then compared Lutheran theology 
and practice with other Christian denominations during the winter 
session. 

The group took Sunday worship field trips to St. Nicholas Roman 
Catholic Church, Second Baptist of Evanston, and the Quaker (Soci-
ety of Friends) Meeting House. The spring session is called, ‘Practicing 
Our Faith.’ It begins Sunday, April 17th and finishes on Sunday, May 
22nd. Some students and parents will go to Springfield on April 12th 
with the Community Renewal Society – others are welcome to join us.

We have a date to work at the Chicago Food Depository on Saturday, 
May 21st. We hope to engage everyone on at least one other disciple-
ship activity to put feet to our faith. Next year will be a focus on the 
Bible, and that will make it a complete three-year program. We hope 
to have a couple of our students graduate and possibly be confirmed 
this spring, probably the last Sunday in May or in early June. Look for 
more information about their final projects and whether they decide 
to be confirmed. Please pray for this ministry and for the students. 
And thank Sarah Carson when you see her, as her leadership and as-
sistance have been invaluable. It has been such a pleasure and honor 
to facilitate this program. 

God’s Peace, Pastor Daniel
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Thanks
“Thank you Grace knitters for your contribution to my brother’s prayer 
shawl- turned- quilt pictured here. My mom ended up attaching a red 
flannel sheet to the back to support it. It’s huge! It’s beautiful and full 
of love and prayers. We had extra squares which allowed me to make 
a small prayer shawl for my mom. According to one group of their 
French friends, they are praying for my mom. Since life flows from the 
mother, they say, so does healing. Grace squares made up more than 
half of the total contribution so thank you, thank you, thank you!”

Clare Tallon Ruen

June 12 - Pride Sunday 
Honoring Grace’s public commitment to be in ministry with persons 
of all gender and sexual orientations.

Will feature Grace choir and soloists singing music from an original 
religious musical, HOME.

Thank you from DeeAnn Johnson
A huge thank you to everyone who contributed eggs and helped with 
the 2nd Annual Grace Easter Egg hunt. I believe it was a success and 
the children had a wonderful time! 

Youth Worship Service
Worship on June 5th will highlight our gift-
ed youth and young persons at Grace plan-
ning and leading most parts of the worship 
service. The youth service last June was 
deeply moving and we look forward to par-
ticipating with them once again.
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Nancy & Connie honored as Grace’s Vision Keepers
Dear PD, Council, and Friends of Grace,
We are so appreciative of receiving the Vision Keepers award from In-
terfaith Action Committee this year. It represents God’s work and all 
of our hands. Thank you!

In Peace, 
Nancy VanBrundt and  
Connie Wood

Write-up in the Vision Keepers program:
Grace Lutheran Church - Nancy VanBrundt and Connie Wood

Pastor Daniel Ruen is sure that no one makes a decision to serve 
unless they see a model of service that inspires them. He has seen 
Connie and Nancy’s quiet, humor-filled, and joyful action serve as an 
inspiration to everyone in the congregation. They are consistently 
present, consistently engaged, and consistent in tying their praise 
with their purpose as disciples. It is not in any way a showy or preten-
tious purpose—but a direct, honest, and sustained one.

It is an honor for Grace Lutheran Church to specifically recognize Nan-
cy and Connie’s witness and service to the Interfaith Action Hospital-
ity Center. Every month they do the hard work of reminding the com-
munity of the collection, finding new and creative ways to encourage 
them to donate and bear witness, and of course, they must transport 
and deliver all these gifts on a regular basis. 

What’s the old Christian cliché? Every part of the body serves a pur-
pose. Every part of the body is to be praised. 

The way Connie and Nancy serve is indicative of how strong all of us 
are as an interfaith organization. This evening we celebrate all the dif-
ferent Vision Keepers —all the various parts—of the Interfaith Action 
of Evanston one ‘body.’ And why does this body serve? We ultimately 
do so, because many of us see in the poorest among us yet another 
part of the body that is to be just as praised, just as loved, and just as 
respected. 

Nancy and Connie are our Vision Keepers, because they remind us 
of how every one of us—servants and served alike—is deserving of 
dignity, inspiration, courage, and compassion.

Evanston YWCA Racial Justice Summit features 
Grace Member Rina Campbell

The YWCA has a deep and abiding commitment to working on is-
sues of economic, gender and racial justice; particularly in the places 
where these systems of oppression overlap each other. There is little 
doubt that the systemic oppression of people of color in the United 
States remains painfully alive. Even when we do not want to see it or 
speak of it, deep in our core, we are quite aware that:

• the rules and standards that govern our lives are skewed in favor of 
some and against others;

• power and opportunity are distributed inequitably;

• the basic rights of citizenship are unequally available; and

• race and racism shape each of the previous points. 

To explore those realities, YWCA Evanston/
North Shore is hosting a Racial Justice Sum-
mit, Mirrors and Methods: Tools for Creating  
Racial Equity.

There will be keynote addresses from Dr. 
Brittney Cooper (Rutgers, Salon.com) and Dr. Robin DiAngelo (author, 
What Does It Mean to Be White?, Westfield State Univ.). 

We anticipate 20 or more breakout sessions with additional local 
speakers and facilitators, including Grace member Rina Campbell 
who will be leading an action-planning workshop titled “It Takes A 
Village” on Friday, May 6. That morning, she will also facilitate a dis-
cussion with a panel of faith leaders to kick off Grace’s follow up to the 
Trinity Institute’s conference: “Sacred Conversations for Racial Justice.” 

The Racial Justice Summit is designed for those who hope to:

1. Deepen understanding of their own racial identity and of how rac-
ism operates in our society. 

2.  Develop skills necessary to dismantle racist systems and address 
inequities where they exist. 

3. Create action plans based on successful models for interrupting the 
“status quo”, whether in schools, businesses, communities, houses 
of worship or governmental offices.

4.  Network with others educating and/or advocating for racial justice.

We hope you’ll join us!  The conference is open to the public. For  
more information, go to the YWCA’s event page for “Mirrors and 
Methods: Tools for Creating Racial Equity.”  The program is being held 
at Garrett Theological Seminary, 2121 Sheridan Road in Evanston.  

Palm Sunday Grace Actions: These shots were taken at the Rogers Park Police Station.
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Grace in Springfield
17 Grace members, including 8 Generations youth, traveled to Spring-
field on Tuesday, April 12th in order to fight for a state budget and 
a FAIR tax constitutional amendment. We advocated for health care 
jobs for those coming out of prison and for accountability measures 
addressing police brutality. We marched, we sang, we prayed and we 
played. Thanks for your support and your ongoing courage as a con-
gregation!

Pastor Daniel

Meeting with Representative Robyn Gabel

Daniel and Jiquanda Nelson, who worked together five years ago to secure 
rights for children of the incarcerated in Illinois

Julia, Martha, Ginny and Nancy enjoying the warmth and talking about 
the day

Praying for the Governor to respond to our appeals

Zora and Logan on the bus

A beautiful day out by the fountains



GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH HARBINGER

From Taína Encarnación ….  
I am very proud of Víctor who made the citywide finals and attained 
3rd Place on Saturday, April 2nd, after his first time signing up with 
the gymnastics team of Loyola Park from the Chicago Park District.  
This park has been an AMAZING blessing for my boys providing after 
school care and opportunities for all 3 boys to be in basketball, base-
ball, speed skating (Víctor made the citywide finals for that as well 
in February), gymnastics, soccer and boxing. They also provided free 
activities on the recent furlough and strike days the Chicago Public 
School faces from 8:00am-3:00pm!

We are very grateful for the op-
portunities the Chicago Park Dis-
trict and specifically Loyola Park 
in the Rogers Park neighborhood 
has provided our boys!

NO  COST– Individual or Family Adventure
Is anyone in your home interested in engineering or Giant-sized ro-
bots powered by the wind or water in rows of carefully placed bot-
tles?  Until May 1, the Chicago Cultural Center (Michigan between 
Randolph and Washington) has given its entire fourth floor to an ad-
venture you can’t afford to miss.  

Check the website – Chicago Cultural Center: Strandbeest  for pic-
tures and for the daily schedule of demonstrations. Strandbeest: 
The Dream Machines of Theo Jansen are at our doorstep. Take your 
daughters.  Take your sons.  Take yourself.  No charge.

Landfill Harmonics
Here’s something to help balance all that news broadcasts bring us 
these days.  Do yourself a favor and have your faith in human behav-
ior renewed.  Find “60 Minutes – The Recyclers: From Trash to Triumph”  
on Youtube.  If you’ve seen it before,  let it brighten today.  It’s even 
worth finding a friend with a computer if necessary.

Gail Lamont

Recommended Culture!

Evanston Interfaith Potluck  
Community Conversations

Rabbi Andrea London of Beth Emet is on an Evanston interfaith clergy 
team that has decided to host a round of potluck community conver-
sations on Tuesday, May 10 at 6:30 p.m. (doors open at 6:00)  

She’s asked if Grace might sponsor some tables at the event (supplies 
and set up, etc.)  Here’s the link with info: http://www.cityofevanston.
org/resident/on-the-table-evanston/

Thanks so much. By the way, I’ll definitely be at the event. 

Pastor Daniel Ruen

Grace Clean Up Day Results!

http://www.cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/dca/supp_info/strandbeest.html
http://www.cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/dca/supp_info/strandbeest.html
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Saturday April 16 - Grace Indoor/Outdoor Cleanup
Amazing!  Check out the Grace Facebook page for photos and video of 
Grace’s Work Day. 

Indoor Crew Accomplished:

Assembled all new chairs;  moved old metal chairs upstairs or recycled 
broken chairs; cleaned out and reorganized the downstairs storage 
closet (now storing new chairs); cleaned kitchen and straightened up 
the pantry area;  Cleaned the outdoor courtyard; touch-up paint in 
Fellowship Hall and FH entrance; deep cleaned the nursery; Martha 
Fry gets special mention for wet vacuuming the Y.O.U. offices: a huge 
job!  Decluttered upstairs hallway, old choir robe area, new choir / 
assisting minister robe area downstairs, nursery, office mailbox area; 
Steve Brunger took industrial vacuum cleaner to be repaired, we 
discarded two broken vacuum cleaners, found a new one, and Taína 
purchased a new vacuum: Thanks, Taína!  Fixed a step strip coming 
off one of the Y.O.U. stairwells; took winter plastic off the upstairs 
classroom windows; restored the upstairs coat room! 

Indoor Crew:   Taína Rodriguez Encarnación, Felipe and Jonathan En-
carnación Rodriguez; Aaron, Elizabeth, Margot, Claire, and George 
Van Nice; Janet Wright; Sally Schleker;  Claudia Perry;  Martha Fry; Rina 
Campbell, Max Spies;  Steve Brunger;  Pastor Daniel.

Outdoor Crew Accomplished:

Roof cleaning (shoveled off leaves and pine needles blocking drains) 
and inspection - took aerial HD video and photos of the Grace roof 
(flat and pitched) for review and study by Dave Kosnik, Grace Prop-
erty Chair;  Trimming and raking - grasses in stone planter, patio 
area; forsythia bushes by back sidewalk; bushes by east side door; 
pruning tree by the sliding doors;  Chopped down trees along west 
side property line and then chopped and sawed trunks into logs and 
bundled the loose branches; removed stumps from the west side un-
der pine tree; Shoveled and sifted compost soil from back compost 
mound; added that soil to raised beds; added cedar retaining wall to 
raised beds;  Cleaned and re-arranged shed; retrieved cinder blocks 
from alley.

Outdoor Crew:  Ginny Ayers; Rachel Inch; Russ Kohnken; Dave Kosnik; 
Dan and Anne Laurence; Chloe and Malachi Martinez; Holly O’Connor; 
Lynn and Jeff Otte; Claudia Perry, Clare, Zora, and Isaac Tallon Ruen, 
Peter and Max Spies; Nancy Starkman. 

If we missed anyone, my apologies. It was a long day......

Holly O’Connor
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